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the disclosure to a significant extent. 
The FOIA Officer will not make value 
judgments about whether information 
that would contribute significantly to 
public understanding of the operations 
or activities of the government is im-
portant enough to be made public. 

(4) To determine whether the fee 
waiver requirement under paragraph 
(n)(2)(ii) of this section is met, the 
FOIA Officer will consider the fol-
lowing factors: 

(i) The existence and magnitude of a 
commercial interest: Whether the re-
quester has a commercial interest that 
would be furthered by the requested dis-
closure. The FOIA Officer shall consider 
any commercial interest of the re-
quester (with reference to the defini-
tion of ‘‘commercial use’’ in paragraph 
(b)(2) of this section), or of any person 
on whose behalf the requester may be 
acting, that would be furthered by the 
requested disclosure. Requesters shall 
be given an opportunity in the admin-
istrative process to provide explana-
tory information regarding this consid-
eration. 

(ii) The primary interest in disclosure: 
Whether any identified commercial inter-
est of the requester is sufficiently large, in 
comparison with the public interest in dis-
closure, that disclosure is ‘‘primarily in 
the commercial interest of the requester.’’ 
A fee waiver or reduction is justified 
where the public interest standard is 
satisfied and that public interest is 
greater in magnitude than that of any 
identified commercial interest in dis-
closure. The FOIA Officer ordinarily 
shall presume that where a news media 
requester has satisfied the public inter-
est standard, the public interest will be 
the interest primarily served by disclo-
sure to that requester. Disclosure to 
data brokers or others who merely 
compile and market government infor-
mation for direct economic return will 
not be presumed to primarily serve the 
public interest. 

(5) Where only some of the records to 
be released satisfy the requirements for 
a waiver of fees, a fee waiver will be 
granted only for those records which so 
qualify. 

(6) Requests for the waiver or reduc-
tion of fees should address the factors 
listed in paragraph (n)(3) and (4) of this 
section, insofar as they apply to each 

request. FOIA Officers will exercise 
their discretion to consider the cost-ef-
fectiveness of their investment of ad-
ministrative resources in this decision- 
making process, however, in deciding 
to grant waivers or reductions of fees. 

(7) An appeal from an adverse fee de-
termination will be processed in ac-
cordance with § 1.559. 

(8) When considering a request for fee 
waiver, VA may require proof of iden-
tity. 

[76 FR 51895, Aug. 19, 2011] 

§ 1.562 Other rights and services. 
Nothing in this part shall be con-

strued to entitle any person, as of 
right, to any service or to the disclo-
sure of any record to which such person 
is not entitled under the FOIA. 

(Authority: Sections 1.550 to 1.562 issued 
under 72 Stat. 1114; 38 U.S.C. 501) 

[76 FR 51895, Aug. 19, 2011] 

SAFEGUARDING PERSONAL INFORMATION 
IN DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
RECORDS 

NOTE: Sections 1.575 through 1.584 concern 
the safeguarding of individual privacy from 
the misuse of information from files, 
records, reports, and other papers and docu-
ments in Department of Veterans Affairs 
custody. As to the release of information 
from Department of Veterans Affairs claim-
ant records see § 1.500 series. As to the re-
lease of information from Department of 
Veterans Affairs records other than claimant 
records see § 1.550 series. Section 1.575 series 
implement the provisions of Pub. L. 93–579, 
December 31, 1974, adding a section 552a to 
title 5 U.S.C. providing that individuals be 
granted access to records concerning them 
which are maintained by Federal agencies, 
and for other purposes. 

SOURCE: 40 FR 33944, Aug. 12, 1975, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1.575 Social security numbers in vet-
erans’ benefits matters. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b) of this section, no one will be denied 
any right, benefit, or privilege provided 
by law because of refusal to disclose to 
the Department of Veterans Affairs a 
social security number. 

(b) VA shall require mandatory dis-
closure of a claimant’s or beneficiary’s 
social security number (including the 
social security number of a dependent 
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of a claimant or beneficiary) on nec-
essary forms as prescribed by the Sec-
retary as a condition precedent to re-
ceipt or continuation of receipt of com-
pensation or pension payable under the 
provisions of chapters 11, 13 and 15 of 
title 38, United States Code, provided, 
however, that a claimant shall not be 
required to furnish VA with a social se-
curity number for any person to whom 
a social security number has not been 
assigned. VA may also require manda-
tory disclosure of an applicant’s social 
security number as a condition for re-
ceiving loan guaranty benefits and a 
social security number or other tax-
payer identification number from ex-
isting direct and vendee loan borrowers 
and as a condition precedent to receipt 
of a VA-guaranteed loan, direct loan or 
vendee loan, under chapter 37 of title 
38, United States Code. (Pub. L. 97–365, 
sec. 4) 

(c) A person requested by VA to dis-
close a social security number shall be 
told, as prescribed by § 1.578(c), whether 
disclosure is voluntary or mandatory. 
The person shall also be told that VA is 
requesting the social security number 
under the authority of title 38 U.S.C., 
or in the case of existing direct or 
vendee loan borrowers, under the au-
thority of 26 U.S.C. 6109(a) in conjunc-
tion with sections 145 and 148 of Pub. L. 
98–369, or in the case of loan applicants, 
under the authority of section 4 of Pub. 
L. 97–365. The person shall also be told 
that it will be used in the administra-
tion of veterans’ benefits in the identi-
fication of veterans or persons claim-
ing or receiving VA benefits and their 
records, that it may be used in making 
reports to the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice where required by law, and to deter-
mine whether a loan guaranty appli-
cant has been identified as a delinquent 
taxpayer by the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice, and that such taxpayers may have 
their loan applications rejected, and 
that it may be used to verify social se-
curity benefit entitlement (including 
amounts payable) with the Social Se-
curity Administration and, for other 
purposes where authorized by both 
title 38 U.S.C., and the Privacy Act of 
1974, (Pub. L. 93–579), or, where required 

by another statute. (Pub. L. 97–365, sec. 
4) 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 5101) 

[44 FR 22068, Apr. 13, 1979, as amended at 51 
FR 21750, June 16, 1986; 56 FR 25044, June 3, 
1991] 

§ 1.576 General policies, conditions of 
disclosure, accounting of certain 
disclosures, and definitions. 

(a) The Department of Veterans Af-
fairs will safeguard an individual 
against an invasion of personal pri-
vacy. Except as otherwise provided by 
law or regulation its officials and em-
ployees will: 

(1) Permit an individual to determine 
what records pertaining to him or her 
will be collected, maintained, used, or 
disseminated by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs. 

(2) Permit an individual to prevent 
records pertaining to him or her, ob-
tained by the Department of Veterans 
Affairs for a particular purpose, from 
being used or made available for an-
other purpose without his or her con-
sent. 

(3) Permit an individual to gain ac-
cess to information pertaining to him 
or her in Department of Veterans Af-
fairs records, to have a copy made of 
all or any portion thereof, and to cor-
rect or amend such records. 

(4) Collect, maintain, use, or dissemi-
nate any record of identifiable personal 
information in a manner that assures 
that such action is for a necessary and 
lawful purpose, that the information is 
correct and accurate for its intended 
use, and that adequate safeguards are 
provided to prevent misuse of such in-
formation. 

(5) Permit exemptions from records 
requirements provided in 5 U.S.C. 552a 
only where an important public policy 
need for such exemption has been de-
termined pursuant to specific statu-
tory authority. 

(b) The Department of Veterans Af-
fairs will not disclose any record con-
tained in a system of records by any 
means of communication to any person 
or any other agency except by written 
request of or prior written consent of 
the individual to whom the record per-
tains unless such disclosure is: 

(1) To those officers and employees of 
the agency which maintains the record 
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